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Few educational programs can devote exclusive time to this particular aspect of Jewish 
history, but all devote energy to calendar and life cycle events. The chart below provides 
linkage to many interpretive and teaching opportunities about the Soviet Jewry movement.  

 
Pesach Learning me’avdut l’cherut (from slavery to freedom). Read the 

Exodus narrative as a model for advocacy. Look at the exodus from 
Egypt to Israel as a model for Soviet Jewish emigration. Study the 
many important examples in history of Jewish survival through 
migration, immigration, and resettlement. See the banners and 
chanting of “Let My People Go” as a Jewish reflex after thousands of 
years of Passover rehearsals in the seder. 

Lag B’Omer Celebrating Jewishness; overcoming “Roman” religious oppression. 
The tradition of going out to the field to play sports was in reality a 
way that Jews during the Roman persecutions continued to study – 
an act of courage – and, like the refuseniks, they went “underground 
– samizdat.” The value of study and the desire to build a Jewish 
identity was worth the risk. 

Shavuot Learning the lessons of advocacy from Torah:  pidyon shvuyim 
(redemption of the captives), meavdut l’cherut (from slavery to 
freedom). Learn how the book of Psalms (Tehillim) was such an 
inspiration to Natan Sharansky in prison. 

Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur 

Cheshbon hanefesh (a spiritual accounting for our moral and social 
values). Where can we advocate for those not fully free? How can we 
best advocate for them? How do we keep the gates of justice open for 
those in peril? Do we show appreciation for the freedoms we enjoy 
today? How do we stay vigilant for the freedom of others? 

Sukkot Ushpizin (symbolic guests in our sukkot). Identify symbolic guests 
who need our support and advocacy. Reminding ourselves, 
reminding others. Find posters of the prisoners of Zion and 
refuseniks with short biographies. Read one each day in the sukkah. 

Purim Resisting the political and religious oppression of modern-day Hamans; 
acting like modern-day Esthers and Mordecais. Compare the themes of 
hidden identities, living as a minority, and stepping up for your people 
from the Megillah to features of the Soviet Jewry movement.  



Chanukah Rededicating ourselves to religious freedom. How can we help others 
to overcome obstacles to identify Jewishly even in politically difficult 
times and places? Read the Al Hanissim prayer that reviews the 
events of Chanukah. Write a new Al Hanissim describing the end 
results of the Soviet Jewry movement. In what way may the results of 
the Free Soviet Jewry movement be seen as a modern miracle? 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah How does my becoming a responsible adult bring new obligations 
such as caring for those around me who are in danger? What are 
those obligations? How do I employ them? Review the “twinning” 
projects from the times of the Soviet Jewry Vigil. 

Human Rights Day If you could create a new holiday to deal with the value of Human 
Rights what would it be? When would it be? What values would it 
embrace? What rituals would you use to observe the holiday? 

Birth, Marriage, 
Death 

On August 12, 1952, now called “the Night of the Murdered Poets,” 
scores of Jewish writers and intellectuals were murdered by the 
Stalinist regime. But like other times in history, despotic plans for 
ending Jewish life ended up expanding Jewish survival, migration, 
immigration, and resettlement. How can we build these core values 
into life cycle events? 

Yom Hazikaron Israel’s Memorial Day (Remembrance Day) is an occasion to remind 
ourselves how the imperative to survive and to make our Jewish life 
secure continues as a central value today. A poem often recited in 
Israel is Alterman’s “On a Silver Platter,” which reminds us that 
Jewish survival and the building of the State was NOT handed to us 
on “a silver platter,” but was achieved through the sacrifice and 
courage of Jewish who stepped up to take full responsibility for 
establishing a Jewish State. 

Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebrating Israel’s Independence Day as a model of what has been 
called the “vision and venture of the Jewish State.” Examine how the 
Soviet Jewry movement resulted in changing the very nature of 
Israel’s population base in the 1990s and forever after. 

 


